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Right and Left are in agreement in the interpreta-
tion of the nature of British imperialism. The views
just quoted are accepted all but universally by Marxian
and Socialist writers. Trotsky, among others, sup-
ports completely Judge Bausman's view, and asserts
repeatedly in his post-War writings that war between
Britain and America as the result of commercial
rivalry is absolutely inevitable.
While we have had from writers of 'Left' ten-
dencies, both Marxist and anti-Marxist, a vast
literature embodying the economic interpretation
of imperialism, no one seems to have dealt with
the economic interpretation of the abandonment
of imperialism which has been by far the more
considerable process. Why does not some 'eco-
nomic determinist' present us with an economic
interpretation of the abandonment of Empire, of
'de4tnperialisation' ?
Much attention has been directed to exposing
the capitalist roots of imperialism. Very little attempt
seems to have been made to explain, in terms
of economic motive, the capitalist retirement from
imperialism, the process by which vast territories like
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the Cape, the
Philippine Islands have passed out of the control of
the imperial powers which originally conquered
them, have ceased to be in matters economic imperial
territory, and have become economically independent
states. Arrangements like those made at Ottawa are
not in the nature of privileges imposed upon reluctant
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